Report on the participation in the South African International Trade Exhibition (SAITEX) 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa

The Wool & Woollens Export Promotion Council participated in 17th Southern African International Trade Exhibition (SAITEX) from 19 to 21 July, 2010 at Gallagher Convention Centre in Midrand, Johannesburg. The Council had also participated in this fair during last year and according to the feedback received from the member-exporters; this activity was again planned as Focus Africa Programme under MDA scheme of Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Govt. of India. The trade fair participation was coordinated by Shri R. K. Gupta, Offtg. Executive Director of the Council. 

South Africa is the gate way of African Continent and the business of the African Sub-continent is being transacted through this country. SAITEX has played important role in promoting trade between South Africa, African countries and around the globe. This year it was co-located with Africa’s Big Seven (AB7) – the largest food and beverage event on the continent – in order to maximize trading opportunities. This allowed exhibitors and visitors even greater networking prospects.

Event Profile 

The Southern African International Trade Exhibition (SAITEX) is a platform for trade across Africa and internationally. This is a multi-sector trade fair of its size and kind on the continent, SAITEX plays host to hundreds of exhibitors showcasing products, services, and economic opportunities from all over the world. The event has developed a solid reputation for translating export, import, development and investment opportunities into business transactions.

Around 400 companies from more than 30 countries showcased number of product categories. The companies from around the globe that exhibited at SAITEX included Argentina, Brazil, China, Egypt, Ghana, India, Pakistan, Malaysia, Nigeria, Poland, Turkey, Singapore, Thailand, and the United Kingdom. Africa also featured prominently, with companies from Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania , Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Exhibitor profile of SAITEX: 

Local and international manufacturers and exporters, distributors, importers, entrepreneurs, trade management service providers as well as government & investment agencies looking to penetrate the South African, African and/or the global market with a focus on expanding their current markets, participated in this event. 
The participants of the Council were manufacturers & exporters of different woollen products and they had displayed samples of sweaters, cardigans, shawls, stoles, etc.
Visitor Profile: 

The visitor attendance of SAITEX was an astounding with visitors from 23 different countries. The main reason that these visitors attended the show was to look for new business and to network with other businesses. Major agents, distributors, exporters and importers, key decision-makers, leading buyers, Trade Associations & Chambers and their members, industry leaders and influential business people with well established infrastructures and trade networks throughout Africa and the world, plus well positioned government officials visited the fair. The added value of conferences and workshops attracted a number of high quality visitors. 

WWEPC at India Pavilion
The ITPO organized India Pavilion at SAITEX. Mr. Vikram Doraiswami, Consul General of India in Johannesburg inaugurated the India Pavilion. The booths of our participants were beautifully arranged with various woollen products like sweaters/knitwears, shawls, stoles, made-ups etc. and were very attractive. Besides samples, all types of publicity material etc. were also displayed. Mr. Doraiswami also visited Council’s booths and apperceived the products on display. The turnout of visitors/buyers was large and around 250 businessmen visited our participants. Visitors/buyers were explained the processing of woollen products. During the fair, some of the member participants expressed that buyers were expecting better price than China. They also feel that import duty in South Africa is high, which makes Indian products costly as compared to China. Overall, feedback from participants was excellent and they expressed satisfaction on the business negotiated during fair. Export orders worth Rs. 4 Crores approximately were booked during the fair. A list of participants is enclosed herewith.
Export of woollen products to South Africa

The export of woolen products to South Africa is given below:  
(Value in Rupees Lakh)

	PRODUCTS
	2007-08
	2008-09
	2009-10

	Woollen Yarns, Fabrics & Made-ups etc.
	431.89
	543.96
	554.60

	RMG Wool
	654.73
	654.53
	614.97

	TOTAL
	1086.62
	1198.49
	1169.57


OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION
South Africa is the Southern most nation of the African Continent. The country shares international borders with Namibia, Botswana, Mozambique, Swaziland and Zimbabwe. The country ranks 25th in terms of total land area available. South Africa has a large coastline along the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. A majority of the earning population lives in Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Durban and Johannesburg. These four cities are the primary source of trade for the South African Economy. 
The Southern African Customs Union agreement
South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia and Swaziland have signed the Southern African Customs Union (SACU) agreement. The five member countries of SACU apply the same customs legislation, and the same rates of duties on imported and locally manufactured goods. Uniform tariffs and harmonised procedures simplify trade within the common customs area.

India – SACU Preferential Trade Agreement
An important initiative under negotiation between the two countries is the India-SACU Preferential Trade Agreement, eventually leading to a Free Trade Agreement between India, SACU and MERCOSUR (a ‘large free trade area of the South'). Four rounds of negotiations between SACU and India have been held so far. An Agreement for Reciprocal Promotion and Protection of Investments (BIPPA) is also waiting to be concluded. Early conclusion of these agreements could provide a real impetus to trade and investment.
India Business Forum
The India Business Forum (IBF), launched in 2007 with its headquarters in Johannesburg, brings together the heads of all Indian companies in South Africa and provides a platform for promoting brand India and for taking up issues of common concern. IBF currently includes 39 companies and is managed by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).

The presence of Indian banks (State Bank of India, Bank of Baroda, Bank of India, EXIM Bank and ICICI Bank) has promoted economic interaction. Resident offices of GOI Tourist Office and National Small Industries' Corporation are also active in promoting cooperation.

Conclusion 

India and South Africa have a common approach on many global issues. Rooted deeply in history, relations between the two countries now cover virtually all fields and enjoy regional and international significance. Sustained efforts to strengthen, deepen and diversify them are bound to bring rich dividends in future for both the countries.
There is good market potential of woollen products in South Africa if promoted with adequate publicity and other promotional programmes will go a long way. Participation in fairs in South Africa will definitely boost the export. 

Visitors at Council’s booths

	Supermarket Retailer,

15, Grove Road, Mountain View, 2192,

PO Box 46066, Orange Grove, 2119,

South Africa.

Tel: +27 (0) 11-728-7006

Fax: +27 (0) 11-728-6182

Cell: +27 (0) 82-601-3055

Email: Helen@supermarket.co.za
Website: www.supermarket.co.za
	Asa Trading,
76, West Rd, Glen Austin ext 3, 1685,

South Africa.

Tel: +27- (0) 83-606 0818

Fax: +27(0) 86-514 5639

Email: info@eisenkraft.co.za
Website: www.eisenkraft.co.za

	Xposure,

Cell: +27 (0) 82-454-1378

Tel: +27 (0) 861-101-968

Fax: +27 (0) 861-113-328

Email: brad.butler@xposure.co.za
Website: www.xposure.co.za
	Vhutsila Business Enterprises,
PO Box 3251, Glenvista 2058,

South Africa.

Tel: +27 (0) 11-812 2046

Fax: +27 (0) 11-812 2039

Email: rendani@galmail.co.za

	Sky Connect,

Post Box 532, Garsfontein 0042, Pretoria, South Africa

Tel : +27 (0) 83 375 9630

Fax : +27 (0) 86685 8366

Email : skyconnect@yebo.co.za
	Siwahla Speciality Gift,
PO Box 1793, Roodepoort 1725,

South Africa.

Tel: +27 (0) 83-455 2971

Fax: +27 (0) 83-589 9884

Email: nokonwaba@siwahla.com

	Steinkopg Gallery,
South Africa.

Tel : +27 (0) 76-688 4799


	Sicad SA Pty Ltd.,
PO Box 1500, Germiston 1400,

South Africa.

Tel: +27 (0) 11-873 1311

Fax: +27 (0) 11-873 2396

Email: rburns@sicad.co.za

	SIIC Africa Ltd.,

PO Box 787331, Sandton 2146,

South Africa.

Tel: +27 (0) 11-884 9897

Fax: +27 (0) 11-884 3139

Email: siicsa@global.co.za
	Simdla Trading,

2376 Mabetla Ext, PO Chalwelo,

Johannesburg 2000, South Africa.

Tel: +27 (0) 11-567 4842

Fax: +27 (0) 86-566 1191

Email: ntsiki@simdla.co.za

	Rizzo Sales cc

PO Box 24592, Landsdowne 7780,

South Africa. 

Tel: +27 (0) 21-691 6538

Fax: +27 (0) 21-691 6344

Email: blackcherry@telkomsa.net
	Rightside Marketing,

PO Box 233, Bruma 2026, 

South Africa.

Tel: +27 (0) 11-822 9946

Fax: +27 (0) 11-822 9947

Email: info@frujus.com

	Nonhlanhla Blankets Retail,
5813 Langa Street, Orlando East,

Soweto 1804, South Africa.

Tel: +27 (0) 11-935 3157

Email: nyelelenonhlanhla@yahoo.com
	Niod Trading Services,
PO Box 2702, Primrose 1416, 

South Africa.

Tel: +27 (0) 83-469 6966/11-326 4118

Fax: +27 (0) 86-738 8133

Email: dionva@mtnloaded.co.za

	Marefa International,

PO Box 3304, Paarl 7620,

South Africa.

Tel: +27 (0) 21-862 9944

Fax: +27 (0) 21-862 9931

Email: info@marefa.co.za
	Joburg Market,
PO Box 86007, City Deep 2049,

South Africa.

Tel: +27 (0) 11-992 8035

Fax: +27 (0) 86-6087934

Email: jphaahla@jfpm.co.za

	Global Africa Network,

PO Box 44573, Claremont 7735,

South Africa.

Tel: +27 (0) 21-657 6200

Fax: +27 (0) 21-674 6943

Email: chris@gan.co.za
	Better Batters,

Postnet Suite 45 P/Bag X0001,IFAFI 0260, South Africa.

Tel: +27 (0) 12-253 2344

Fax: +27 (0) 12-253 2322

Email: betterbatters@postnet.co.za


