Council’s participation in Cairo International Fair

Egypt – March 11-22, 2010

Especially in the context of our ongoing efforts to greatly strengthen the exports of wool and wool blended products, the W&WEPC participated in Cairo International Fair held during March 11-22, 2010 under MDA scheme. Six leading members of the W&WEPC representing the different sectors of woollen products participated in this exhibition under the leadership of Shri R. K. Gupta, Offtg. Executive Director of W&WEPC.  
Cairo International Fair 
Cairo International Fair is the largest business-to-business and business-to consumer trade event in the Middle East and North Africa region. A truly multi-sector show, CIF targets major manufacturers, wholesalers and distributors of a huge range of products and services. Cairo International Fair is considered an excellent opportunity to get in touch with scientific and technological achievements; it is also a great opportunity for importers and exporters to meet directly which means less distributing channels and displaying the products that have high competitive capabilities to gain international markets. 

One of the region’s fastest growing markets, Egypt offers enormous potential for manufacturers and traders in just about every kind of product, with strong local demand driven by increasing economic prosperity and growing disposable income. The gateway to Africa, the Middle East and Asia, Egypt boasts the region’s most diverse economy, with tourism, agriculture industry and services all contributing significantly to GDP. A strong emphasis on market liberalization, combined with political stability, an extensive modern network of infrastructure and services, and a large, well-educated, multilingual population is creating a highly positive climate for trade and investment. 

CIF offers the opportunity to:

- Raise and enhance your company’s profile in front of the audience that really matters-your future customers and partners. 
- Forge key contacts with potential partners and suppliers. 
- Capitalize on the presence of local and international media to ensure your new product launches and announcements benefit from maximum press and TV coverage. 
- Know the latest trends, technical developments and emerging technologies that are redefining your sector. 
Participating Countries 
Number of companies from Algeria, Brazil, China, India, Iraq, Kenya, Sudan, Thailand, Malawi, Nepal, Indonesia, Vietnam, Jordan, Kuwait, Romania, Syria participated in this fair.
Product on display of our participants & visitors at fair
Participant-members displayed samples of shawls, stoles, garments, made-ups etc. Since the fair was for 12 days, many visitors came at Council’s stands. Mr. R. Swaminathan, Ambassador of India in Egypt inaugurated the Indian Pavilion and also visited the Council’s stands.

Visitors were from Algeria, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Czech Republic, India, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Kenya, Libya, Malaysia, Madagascar, Mozambique, Palestine, Romania, Serbia, Sudan, Taiwan, Thailand, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen, Indonesia, Zambia, Azerbaijan, Pakistan, Tanzania, Congo, Ghana, Burkina, Faso, Uganda, Togo, Djibouti, Niger, Turkey, Italy, France, Lebanon, Belgium, Japan, Senegal, Canada, Russia, S. Korea, Vietnam, Zimbabwe.

Business generated 

The event effectively contributed number of trade transactions to the participating companies. Business worth Rs. 15 Crore transacted during the fair as reported by the participants. The participants requested the Council to participate in this fair regularly. In fact, CIF is the event you can never miss because it is the golden gate to the Egyptian market.  

Export to Egypt

(Rupees in lakhs)
	Products
	2006-07
	2007-08
	2008-09

	RMG Wool
	504.99
	926.79
	446.93

	Woollen, Yarns, Fabrics, Made-ups etc.
	190.15
	622.51
	693.75

	Total 
	695.14
	1549.30
	1140.68


Egypt Imports Regulations: 

The Arab Republic of Egypt classifies its imports according to the harmonized commodity description and coding system. Unsalable commercial samples or those samples valued at less than five Egyptian pounds are admitted duty-free. Saleable samples worth more than five Egyptian pounds may be imported temporarily duty-free under deposit or bond. Small quantities of printed advertising material, such as catalogues, price lists and films are admitted free of duty.

Customs duties 

Customs Duties are payable in Egyptian pounds. When importing into Egypt, the Custom Duties are often high due to hidden costs, which increase the effective rates. Sales Tax will also apply. Advice of Commercial Consular, Indian Embassy or Agent Representative may be taken while exporting to Egypt.
At import level the following documents are required:

Commercial Invoice: The original or at least two copies usually are required. Legalization by the Egyptian Consulate is required. If the instructions of the letter of credit do not specify that legalization is required, exporters should follow the advice of their importers. The Egyptian Consulate will legalize the certificate of origin only after it has been notarized and certified.  

Certificate of origin: The original or at least two copies are often required. The same formalities for the commercial invoice apply to the certificate of origin. The certificate of origin must bear a statement that the information given is true and correct to the best of the shipper’s knowledge. 

Packing list: packing list may be required by the consignee and are recommended in case. 

Bill of lading: The number of bills of lading required depends upon the carrier. Therefore there are no regulations specifying the form or number of bills of lading required for shipments. A bill of lading must show the name of the shipper, the name and address of the consignee, port of destination, description of the good, listing of the freight and other charges, the number of the bills of lading in full set and the date and the signature of the carrier’s official acknowledging receipt on board of the goods for shipment. 

The airway bill replaces the bill of lading on air cargo shipments

Pro forma invoice: The pro forma invoice is required by the importer for submission along with the import license. It must show the country of manufacture of goods. 
Other formalities and documents: 

Labeling: Arabic language is mandatory. Information that is provided in English only is generally not allowed. Packaged items must be labeled in Arabic bearing the name of the product, its trademark, and its brand name, the product’s technical data and mode of operation, international marks and information that should be observed during transportation and handling, country of origin, production and expiry dates and the manufacturer’s name. 
Labeled information should not be erased, scratched or altered in any way. The information should be printed in Arabic on the package using indelible type, but stuck on labels will normally be accepted as well. 

Marking: Standard international shipping and handling symbols should be used, but any special handling instructions should be marked both in English and in Arabic.
2. Labeling and packaging regulations

· The product should fill the package completely, so that the packed items are protected. If the package is wooden, it should be accompanied by an official certificate which states that it is free of wood pests and insects and be sealed with metal hoops. The following information should be written on each package in clear Arabic letters in a non-erasable manner: The name of the product, its trade mark (if any), type of product and its brand. The product's technical data and mode of operation. Data and international marks that should be observed during transportation and handling. Country of origin. 

Packing: Goods should be packed to withstand rough handling, extreme heat and high humidity and packing boxes should be waterproofed. All containers entering into Egypt should be treated. 
Local representation/agents and distributors agency legislation
A foreign company may appoint a commercial agent from the private or public sector to represent its interest in Egypt. The appointment of a commercial agent is obligatory for making tenders or for purchase offers to committees of public sector organisations and government agencies in Egypt. Commercial agents are not permitted with respect to offers made to the Ministry of Defence. An agent is not required when dealing with the private sector. It's easier for most foreign companies to appoint a local agent who can deal with problems related to communication, bureaucratic procedures, local business practices and marketing.

Communication Guidelines
· The names are often confusing so, it is best to get the names ahead of time of those to meet with.

· Frequently, the appointments are interrupted by phone calls or visits from friend or family.

· The business cards should be printed in both English and Arabic on either side.

· All documents should carry two dates, the Gregorian (Western) date and the Hijrah (Arabic) date.

· For eating, only the right hand should be used. 
· Never sit with crossed legs. Showing the sole of shoes is considered as insult to them.

· Tapping the two index fingers together is considered to be a crude gesture.

· Smoking in public is common but do bother to others present and do offer cigarettes.

· Leave food after dining. This shows that it was enough.

Customs and Import Rules & Regulations for Foreign Exhibits:

 

a)       Bill of lading:  B/L must include the following details: -  

 -    The Shipper: Country - foreign producing company taking part in this Exhibition or its representative and address.

-    Consignee: (Name of event – Stand of the foreign company or pavilion of the exhibiting country at the Fair Ground, Nasr City Cairo Egypt).

-    Notify: Agent or representative of the foreign exhibitor and address in Egypt.

 

NB:  Goods must reach the port arrival within enough time (2 weeks) before the opening of the Exhibition to ensure its arrival to the Exhibition ground in due time especially goods which need to be tasted by various authorities. 

 

b) Detailed Exhibits invoice indicating producing Country indicating customs item number (HS)

c) Authenticated Certificate of Origin.

Rules & Regulations of Textile and Garments

·         Textile & Garments exporting company to Egypt must be registered at the General Organization for Export & Import   Control.

·         Exporting company will be registered upon approval of Chairman of the Organization according to ministerial decree No. 161 for the year 2004.

·         As for imported textiles for trading purposes it must have a regular print indicating, producer, country of origin, type of cloth its mixture and name of importer excluding the following item:

Items under 58 customs tariff Immited fur Heavy curtains and blackouts

·         As for clothes, covers carpeting except for socks and imported.

·          Items for medical purposes industrial security, handmade shinwa carpets the following stipulations will be applied : Data tags will be sewed to each item in Arabic. 

·         The Kind of used textile.

·         Country of origin.

·         Importer name.

